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Tha art careful and troubled ahi many things: But 

one thing is needful, Luke x. 41, 42. 1 

: Beware left any man ſpoil you through Philoſaphy and Wl 
| wvain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ru- 


diments of the world, and not after SR Gui ii. 8. 
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C4 L verſial Writers in Dibi- 
3 nity (or at leaſt of thoſe il 
that ] have met with) ſeem to me 
20 be guilty of one of theſe two Miſ= 
tales; and ſome of both of them. 
rt, All that they endeavour i 
| 79 d 75 to prove the Truth of the 
| Doctrines . which they maintain, 
| wi-h1u1 clearly and diſtinaly ſbeu 
ing how far the Belief of them i 

„ neceſ- 


Ww - p R E F A c E. 
neceſſary to Salvation: And, N. 


condly, Many of them lay more 


Weight upon the Authoruly of the 
Fathers, Councils, and ancient Li- 
zur gies, than what, I think, there 
2s ſufficient Ground for. 


If God requires the Belief of a | 


Doctrine, as neceſſary 20 Saloa- 
tion; 10 Man, who is convinced 
of this, can poſſibly diubt but that 
the Doctrine is true. But it 15 
poſſi ble that a Doftrine may be 
true, and yet the Belief of it may 
not be neceſſary to Salvation. 
Men of Capacity, no doubt, may 
be allowed to debate even the bare 
Truth of Dofarines; provided that 


they do it with Modeſty and Hu- 
miluy. But as for the Truth of 
thoſe Hear mes, the Belief of which 


3s not neceſſary to Salvation, 7c 
ene 
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has. 
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PREFACE v 
Genel any: of Maitkind are nt 
capable of rightly. apprebending | 
aud judging of the Argaments that 
are brought, on the one Side, and | 
the other, when ſuch Dofr: mes are | 
controverted. © \ | 
Great Care, therefore, nght a” 
ways to be Jake clearly to diſtin- 
iſhh the Things that are neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation from thoſe that are 
not ſo ; that Men of [mall Capa- 
| city ( 0 55 yet ought io take Care 
| of their Salvation) may learn 
whatever is neceſſary for them; 
without amuſing themſelves with ; 
| Things that are not neceſſary, and 
| of he they are not, it may be, 
able, with the greateſt Applica- b 


ion, 10 form à right Judgment. 


of all Fine th the Obligation 
Th that 


The Being of” God” the Creator : I 


1 PREFACE. 
that lies upon us, his rational Crea- 


zares, to worſhip and obey bim; 
and alſo the Truth of the Chriflian 


Religion, in the general, may be 
proved, aud often have been prov- 


= ed by /uch clear and convincing 


= Arguments, as a Man even of a 
| how Capacity may well apprehend: 
But the Difficulty that lies upon 
ſuch a Man, is clearly to find out 
what 15 neceſſary for his Salva- 
tion; in the midſt of all the Dif 
' putes aud Controverſies about this 
Matter, which are maintained and 
kept up by the ſeveral contending 
| Parties, who, all of them, call 
; themſelves. by the common Name 
| of Chriſtians. 
| Nothing is or can be edi 
to Salvation, ut only what God, 
wo. is the Author and Giver of 
Salva- 


f | 


= 


thoſe Books of Holy Scripture, 


g © / FN n f e-4 * 3 7 ä * n . * E we 2a "x ta "4 * A 
\ * — 4 * * : A ade” es * E J : 
p 4 , * e 
{ * x ” 5 7 — * 4 . S4 * 
» . . | A. l 
2 3 N 7 P 5 $a . 
5 2 
1 . # 1»; p . * 3 
5 % Tl 
" , G 
\ g ; P o E 
7 0 
1 i n 
- - 4 1 1 = 
6% - J 2 4 V 
0 „ N 

= 

9 


n EI e 170 t | 


performed on our Part, as a Con- 


dition of it: Into which therefore 
every Man, who would be ſaved, W 
is concerned and obliged with all 9 
the Care he can, to enquire. | 


The Divine Author: uy of all $ 


which Proteſtants je Canonical, 


may be proved, and often has been 


proved by very plain Arguments; 


and the - untverſal Reception f 
em, among Chriſtans of all Aves i 
and Places, is au undentable Proof 

that they give us à true Account of 


the Chriſtian Religion. 


And as for be Apocryphal i 
Books whach the Church of Rome 
receides aud owns as Part of be 

Old Teſtament; /z zs a ſufficient. 
Reaſon for our not allowing them to 


be 


| 
| 
| 
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viii PREFACE 


e of. Divine Authority, that the 
Jes, unto whom were commit- 
ted the Oracles of God, Rom. 


iii. 2. (ever recerved” or owned 


thermos arb; To ſay nothing now 
of the other Arguments that are 


i brought againſt them. Or in caſe. 
| we Should allow them to be of Di- 
vine Authority, yet it does not ap 


pear that. they teach any Thing to 
be neceſſary to Salvation, different 


| | from: what 1s taught # m che ane 
1 ien! Scriptures. 8 


dF then all that God requires 


as neceſſary to Salvation can 


| 1 be pointed out and Jhewn 


from the Canonical Scriptures; 1 


| 2lainiy follyws, that every ſincere 


1 my #herevy be Fe = 
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PREFACE ix 
Or if auy Man ſhall undertake 4 
70 ſhew that any Thing more is 
required as neceſſary to Salvation, 
beſide what the Scripture teaches 
fo 10 be; and for this Purpoſe ſhall. 
unge the Decrees of G e Counr 
cis, the Miritings of the Fathers, 
or the ancient [iturgres. of the 
Church, as the Conveyers of Tras 
dition to us; Beſide the particular 
Anſwers. that may be, and ofien 
have been given to a theſe Allega- 
ns, it is enough to tell him, that 
before ſuch Proof as this is t be 
admitted, it muſt be clearly ſhews 
and made out that theſe 2 
Fathers, and Liturgies, are of u 
le/s than Divine Authority; ance | 
none but God himſelf has ffi 10 i 
E preſcribe the Terms and Condi- 
tions of Salvation. And if the WM 
= Hoy 


Ez _ PFRrEF A'C E. 
Holy Scripture plainly. ſays, I 

is all that God requires as ne- 
9 to Salvation, and 


any Man ſhall tell me "ebay 


He requires more than this; 


r no. 50 10 make God contradit 
| "Thoſe. Confulerations "Ay put 
| me upon framing ibe following 
| ſhort, but I hope Flas, Diſcourſe; 


which at fir was delivered; as a 


| Sermon, and is now publiſhed, in 
| hope that it may be of ſome Bene 
It io all ſuch Readers as ſeriouſly 


lool beyond this tranſitory World, 


and are more deſirous 70 know their 


Duty, and put it in Pratlice, than 


10 Vll their Head with feel 
1 Nowons, , 


Ra 
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Number of ConTRoVERSIES, 
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ME T 215 not 1 ROE in 1405 
Entrance of this Diſcourſe 
to lay down ſome common 

2; Principles, in which all 

Chriſtians unanimouſly. a- 
gree, and which therefore I need not 
ſtand to prove: Altho, if there were Oe- 
caſion, they may be proved, and indeed 
[often have been proved, by ſuch. clear 
and ſolid Arguments as are abundantly 
ſufficient fully to convince FOO: ſober 
and impartial Man. 
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ſon they add what they call T; radition to 
it: But whatever Account is given of 


tyres, they allow it to be true: Which 
is enough for my preſent Purpoſe. 
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to doubt of the true Senſe of them. 


8 12 y: | 
1. All Relicion conſiſts in Faith and. 
4 Obedience. To believe whatever : a Man 


is perſuaded that God requires him to 


believe; And to do or forbear every 
Thing according as he is perſuaded that 


God requires him to do or forbear it, 


make up the Sum total of every Man! $ 


Religion. a 
A. The Chriſtian Religion, as it 


was delivered to the World by Teſus 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is ow God, Wi + 
and has God for its Author. . | 
III. A true Account of the Chriſtian . 


Religion is given in the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament. The 


Church of Rome indeed will not allow 
it to be a l, Account; for which Rea- 


— — — rand PL ank 


Chriſt or his Religion! in the Holy Scrip- 


PA 8% 


IV. However difficult it may be to i 
find out the true Meaning and full Im- 


port of divers obſcure Paſſages of Ho- «6 
ly Scripture; yet very many Paſſages. of ti 
It ate fo plain, as to leave no Room h 


"Tis 


1 5 

Theſe four Things being briefly 
2 . proceed to what I have 
ptopoſed. 8 

It is joſtly complain'd of, by ſober 
Men of all Parties, that a great ma- 
ny very difficult Queſtions are inter- 
mixed with the Doctrines of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion: So many, as that it is 
impoſſible for any Man to remember 
them all; and ſo difficult and intri- 
cate as to be beyond the Capacity of M 
much the greater Part of Men even 
to underſtand them, 

But there is one ſingle uti 
to which if a Man knows how to 
give a clear and full Anſwer, he will 
have very little Occaſion to trouble 
himſelf about any other Queſtion or 
Controverſy in Religion. The Que- 
ſtion which I mean is this, Nhat muſt 
| a Man do to be ſure and certain of eternal 
Salvation? If a Man be well and fully 
informed of every Thing which is ne- 
ceſſary for his Salvation, and takes 
ſufficient Care to put it duly in Prac- 
tice; What poſſible Occaſion can he 
have for any more Religion, or how 


indeed can any Thing properly be 
8 called 


is not neceſſary to Salvation? . 


ſtians of different Parties have, of. giv- 


deed the only 


himſelf and his Apoſtles, whoſe Au- 


ſtionable; and to learn what 1s the 
Anſwer which they 
And if we plainly find that they have 


Man is there, 


Alteration in, 
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called by the Name of Religion, that 


Now the various Ways that Ch 


ing an Anſwer to this moſt impor- 
tant Queſtion, being ſtill a great Per- 
plexity to the Minds of many well 
meaning, Men, and the Occaſion of 
many Diviſions . and Schiſms in the 
Church of Cbriſt; the beſt- and in- 
| Way for a Man to ar- 
rive at full Satisfaction herein, will 
be to have Recourſe to Jeſus br 


thority among all Chriſtians is ungue- 
have. given to it. 


given a full and clear Account of all 
that is neceſſary to Salvation, What 
who calls himſelf a 
Chriſtian, that will dare to make any 
or Addition to what 
they have plainly declared and made 


8 8 EONS ed , ᷑⁊᷑ĩ⁊ ᷑ ; , EeCc Tz a cect 


known touching this Matter? 

To come home then to the Point; u 
We find this very Queſtion put to t. 

our Bleſſed Saviour, in theſe Words, 


* Matt, 


oF 
* * 
7 


Matt, xiX. 16. Wh good ni Baitt 


; ſwer, Þ 17. 8 70 thou will enter into life, 


7 OR. an. 7 Sis 


fame Queſtion to him; Mafter (ſays 


with all thy foul, and with all thy 
| frength, Fr with all thy mind, and thy 


bim, Thou haſt anſwered right; this 4% 
and thou ſhalt live, Luke x. 25, Sc. 


Anſwer to this great Queſtion. Let I 


to it. 


(1756 | 


do that I may have. 59955 22 T0 
which” bur Saviour retürns t is An- 


keep the command ments. The ſame Que- 
ſtion, with, our Saviour's Anſwer tw: - 
1 recorded” by St. Mark, ch. x. * 16. 
17. And 6% St. Like, chap. xviil. "Y | 
1-2 WE? Again, upon another Occa- 
ſion, a certain Lawyer, to make a Tri- 
al of” our - Bleſſed Saviour, puts the 


he) what ſhall T' do to inberit eternal 
life? He ſaid unto him, What is written 
in the law? How readeſt thou? And he 
anſwering ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God, with all thy beart, and 


neighbour as thyſelf. And he ſaid unto 


Thus we have our Bleſſed lone 3 
us hear allo what the Apoties ſay 


As ii. „ The People fa: uno 
Peter, ang to the 65 J the aa Men 
$34 3014 | and 


' Meaning undoubtedly was to. know 


| 4 pentance being nothing but the turn» 


XXVIIL 19. 


| q 16 4 
| AP brethren, what ſhall wwe do? Their 


what they were to do, in order to 
their Salvation, Then Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the remiſſion of” fins. Tho' this Anſwer 
is expreſſed in other Words; yet in 
4 it is the very ſame that our 
Saviour (as we have heard) had be- 
fore given to the like Queſtion; Re- 


ing away from Sin, to keep the Com- 
| mandments of God; and it being one 
of the Commandments, which God had 
then given by Zeſus Chriſt, that Men 
ſhould be baptized in bis name, Matt | 


Atts xvi. 30. We again find this 
ſame Queſtion to have been put to 
St. Paul and his Companion Silas, by 
the keeper of the priſon who had them 
zin Cuſtody: Sirs (ſaid he) what muſt 
I do to be ſaved? To which their An- 
ſwer was, Believe on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 
houſe ; that is to ſay, as many of thy 
Houſe as ſhall believe, Now that this 
Anſwer 


EN M3 wy 


E; 


taught; the fundamental Principle of 


| honeſt: Man who nene aims at the 


(#7) ; 
Anſwer al is exactly agreeable" to | 
thoſe which I have already mention= 
ed will eaſily appear if we conſider, 
that to believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
moſt certainly includes the receiving 
and owning the Doctrine which he 


which was, That 7 keep the Comimand=- 


ments of God is the only way to Salvas 


tion; and that one of theſe Command 
ments is, That we ſhould believe on the 
name of his ſon Ne Obrist; as St, John 2 
expreſsly tells us, 1 J iii. 23. 4 E 

Altho'- theſe Anſwers, as I hive 
thus nakedly ſet them down, may 
appear 'to be ſufficiently plain to every 


Knowledge of his Duty; "yet that they. 
may make, if polſible, a fuller oy 


| clearer Impreſſion upon our Minds it 
will not be amiſs to add a few oe | 


remarkable Paſſages of Holy Scripture 


to them, wherein God is pleaſed to : 
point out the Sum and Subſtance" f 
all that he requires from Men; and“ 


conſequently all that is e o. ou. 
eternal. Salvation. e 
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the People of God: And now jr ael, 


Aatutes, which I command thee this 4 
for thy good? | 


| lated with the People of 1/rael for their 


in their Lives; at laſt comes to ſhew Il 
them what they 


WE — — > —— 
_ my . 
7 


| 2 of that beben make you 


———— £ * 
ä 1 nn r 


1 18 3 | 
Dent. x. 12. Moſes thus ſpeaks unto 


what doth the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy. God, to 
walk in all his ways, and. to love him, 
and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, to keep 
the commandments of the Lord, and his 


Let us hear the Conclufion of the 
whole matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments; For this is the whole 
duty of man; fays Solomon, a Xt, 
13. | 
The Prophet Iſaiah wing Sk 


great Wickedneſs, and in a particular 
Manner for their Hypocriſy in * 
forming the outward ceremonial part 

of Religion, when at the ſame time 
they. were moſt corrupt and immoral 


muſt do, in order to 
a full Reconciliation with Almighty 
God, whom they had moſt 'grievoully 
offended. Waſh ye (ſays God. by the 


clean, | 


« Vw 
2 


Learn to do well, ſeek judgment, reeus 


„JFͤfChy)r ,. 


fr 19 TY 
| clean, put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 


the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead 


or the widow. Aſter which it fol- 


lows, Tho' your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
ſpall be as white as ſnow; tb they ve 
red like crimſon, they ſhall be as Woot, 
Ifaiah i. 16, Sc. 

The Prophet Micah put this Que- 
wy of a Man who appears defirous. _ 
to pleaſe God: Wherew:ithal ſball I 
come before the Lord, and bow myſelf 
before the high. God? &c. To which 


he gives this ales, ; He hath: ſbeued = 


thee, O man, what 1s good ; and what 


doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 


juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
_ humbly with thy God? Micah vi. 6, &c. 


God 1s no cker F perſons :. Bur i in 


| every nation he that feareth him and 


worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with: 
him, ſays St. Peter, Acts x. 3 34. „ 

The RE God. that brin ngeth ſulva- 
tion bath appeared to all Men, teaching 
us, that, denying ungodlineſs and r | 
luſis, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, | 


and Sad in this projent ar A 


( 20 9 
4. that bleſſed hope, and the glorious aps 
© Pearing of the great God, and our Savi- 
, our Teſus. Chery 98 St. Paul, Tit. ii. 
e 

Many other like Paſſages of Holy 
Scripture might be added, if, in ſo 
plain a Caſe; it were neceffary; but 
the main Tenor and Drift both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, being ma- 
nifeſtly all to this very purpoſe, makes 
it altogether needleſs. And therefore 
from the whole I may upon very {ure 
Grounds lay down this Concluſion, 
in anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed; 
That Jo believe in the Lord Yeſus | 
Cbrif and to keep the Commandments of- 
God, is the ſure a ouly Way fo N 
Salvation. * 
The Neceſſity of belieuinig: n the 
1 Lord: Feſus Chrift, in order to Salva- 
tion, is moſt expreſsly declared in the 
Ho ly Scriptures, Thus our Saviour 
Hbimſelf ſays, God ſo loved the: world: 
bal he gave bis only begotten Son, that 
= whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe- 
wb, bus bave everlaſting life, &c. FR 
iii. 16, 17, 18, 19. And again, V. 36. 
q He that believeth an the Son, hath even- 


15 8 


} 21 * | — 
laſting 7 ie: And he that belieutth not” - 
| tbe Son, ſhall not jee li fe; z but the wrath | 
of God abideth on bim. 
Again; This is life. eternal, that they 
| might kuow thee the only true God, and 
| Tejus Chriſt whom ch haſt ſent, John 
xvii, 3. Neither is there ſalvation in 
any other » For there is none other nume 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved, as St. Peter tells us, 
Acts iv. 12. To which many more 
Texts might be added, but that they 
are already ſufficiently known to every 
one Who is a little Ware mit the 
New Te flament. 

And that it is in like manner would 
ſary that we keep the Commandments of 
God, is fo expreſsly declared in the Pa 
ſages which I have already quoted, 
with many others that might be add= | 
ed, and fo univerſally. acknowledged 

by all Chriſtians, that I porch lay: no f 
more for the Proof it. | 
pHhefore I proceed farther in bet 1 | 

deſign, there is one Difficulty, with 

which many ſeem to be puzzled, for 

the removing of which it will not be 
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4 lieve in Feſus' Chrijt, 
*« Commandments of God, be thus 


3 who, all their Life long, 
gare, or ſhall bè kept in invincible 


* 


EE F 22 2) 
they) ö explicitly % to be⸗ 
and to keep the 


I abſolutely neceſſary to eternal Sal- 
% vation; What ſhall become of thoſe 
have been, 


« Ignorance of all, or almoſt all theſe 


« Things? It is impoſlible for a Man 


« to believe in Chrijt, if he has never 
«. heard of him, or of the Grounds or 
«© Reaſons upon which our Belief in 


* him is to be founded. It is alſo 


. impoſſible for him to keep the 
„ Commandments of God, 
«not fo much as know what theſe 
4 Commandments are. 


if he does 


And yet that 
4 Millions and Millions of People, in 


all Ages of the World, have lived 
and died not only in the utter Ig- 
e norance of all theſe Things, but 
. without any way or means of com- 


ing to the Knowledge of them, 
* is beyond Diſpute: And that Mil- 
de lions and Millions more are: likely 
c to continue to do the ſame, -may 
e well be concluded from the preſent 
cc * State of Mankind: upon the Face of 


A * 
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ec they Earth. . Muſt all - theſe, 
« Souls then be eternally damned for 
te not believing and doing what, for 
© want of Knowledge and even the 
« Means of it, ; was, abſolutely impoſ- 
te ſible for: theta. to believe or do?“ 
Shall not the Judge of all The earth do 
right? Gen. xviii. in, hagn 

To all which it is very cet to 
anſwer, in the Words of Moſes, That 


65 


* 


ſecret things belong unto the Lord our 


God: but thoſe things which are revealed | 


belong to us and to our children Near. ever, 


Deut. xxix. 29. 

Both Reaſon and Holy Scripture 
give us abundant Aſſurance that God 
is infinitely juſt, and good; and there- 
fore that he will neither deal unjuſtly 


nor ctuelly with any Man. If a Man 


has ſufficient Knowledge, and will not - 
act according to it; or if be has the 


| Means of Knowledge in his Power, 


and will not make uſe of them, he 
juſtly - deſerves to be puniſhed; „ and 
whatever Puniſhment he undergoes 1 
for his Obſtinacy or groſs Neglect, he 
brings it on himſelf; and therefore 
has none but himſelf to blame for it. 


And 2 


= Reaſon and Conſcience. How far 


— (4) 0 

And yet what Allowance God will 
make, even in ſome of theſe Caſes, 
for the Weakneſs and Frailty of Man, 
Where the Temptations are very ſtrong 
or ſudden, is more than we know: 
Only in general Terms, he has told us, 
that /ike as a father pitieth bis children; 
ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him 
Four he knoweth our frame, he remembreth 
that we are duſt, Pal, ciii. 13, 14, | 
Which goodneſs of God, inſtead of mak- 
ing us preſumptuous, ought fo lead us 
fo repentance, Rom. ii. 4. But how he 
will deal with thoſe who are invinci- 
bly (and therefore inculpably) igno- 
rant, is a Secret, which he has reſerved 
to himſelf; for which Reaſon it would 
be a van Preſumption in us to en- 
quire into it. There is ſcarce any 
Man, even among the Heathens, ſo 
ignorant or ſtupid, as not to carry 
ſome Light of Religion in his own 
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this Light /ſhews the work of the lau 
written in his heart (as the Apoftle 
expreſſes it, Rom. ii. 15.) can be known 
only to God, who is the ſearcher of 
hearts; nor has God, upon this Occa- 
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ti 25 * 
fion, made any thing more known to 
us, but only that as . as have fin- 
ned without law, ſhall alſo periſh with- 


out law: and as many as have ſinned in 


the law, ſhall be judged by the law, Rom. 


ii, 12. God will not judge any Man 
by a Law which he never knew, nor 
had any Way to come to the Know: 
ledge of: But fuch Men ſhall be Judged 
by their own Conſciences; nor is it to 
be doubted but that God will paſs a 
righteous Sentence on them ; but what 
that Sentence will be, eicher in the 

general, with reſpect to them all, or 

in particular with reſpect to any one | 


Man, is never to be known to any 


but God, until the great Day of the 
Lord ſhall diſcover it. 


When St. Peter, like other Men, 
was deſirous to hows his Curioſity gra- 


tified; and in order thereunto, put a 


Queſtion to our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
know what ſhould befal the Apoſtle 
dt, Tohn; our Saviour, inftead of com- 
plying with ſuch a fruitleſs Requeſt, 
gives him a gentle Rebuke, What is 
that tothee? (lays he) follow thou me, 
John xxi. 22, In like manner, if a 
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Man ſhall be inquiſitive to know in 


what State the ancient Patriarchs and 
others are, who had but an 1mperfe& 
Knowledge of ' Chrift, before his Com- 
ing into the World; nor what is or 
ſhall become of the Heathens, or others 
who never had, or are like to have 
any Knowledge at all of  Chrz/t, and] 
but very little or none of God's Com. 
mandments; the like Anſwer may be 
given to him: „What is all this to 
« thee? Or how art thou concern- 
c ed in it? Follow thou Chriſt; be 
* thankful for the Means of Salvation 
« which he hath afforded thee, and 
«« make the right Uſe of them; but do 
« not pretend to intermeddle with 
« Matters which belong unto God 
« alone, and wherein thou haſt no- 
« thing to do.” 1 

Setting therefore this Queſtion in- 
tirely aſide, as altogether uſeleſs and 
impertinent to us; there are two other 
1 Things which are here neceſſary to be 
inquired into, in order to our better 
underſtanding the Way of Salvation. 


, 


Fir, What are the particular Things WM 
comprehended under this general Ex- 
preſſion of believing in the Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt? Or in other Words, What are 
the ſeveral Particulars which the Holy 
Scripture propoſes to be believed con- 
cerning Chriſt, in order to our being 
ſaved through him? We: 
Secondly, What are thoſe Command- 
ments of God, which for the ſame 
Purpoſe, we are obliged to keep? 
Fir then, What are the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars which the Holy Scripture pro- 
poſes to be believed concerning Chriſt, 
; order to our being ſaved through. 
And here I may well lay down this 
as a fundamental Rule, That whatever 
God has made known concerning Feſus 
Chriſt, we are bound to believe the ſame, 
as far as we can by our reaſonable Dili- 
gence attain to the Knowledge of it. It 
is very poſſible indeed that one Man 
may have much more Knowledge of 
theſe Things than another (for want 
either of Capacity or due Informa- 
tion) is able to arrive to. But that 
every Man is bound to make an ho- 
. | C23 ' . mb 
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neſt and fincere Enquiry into what God 
has made known concerning them, and 

to believe whatever he finds that God 
has made known, is what I am ſure no 
Chriſtian will deny, and therefore ] 
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need not offer any Proof for it. 
In the firſt Place then, The chief 
and principal Thing that God has 


: made known to us of 7 eſus Chriſt, and 
which for that Reaſon we are bound 


to believe, is that He is the Son of Gil 
I call this the chief and principal thing 


to be believed of him, becauſe ] find it 


ſo to be repreſented in the Holy Scrip- 


ture. Thus when our Saviour put 


this Queſtion to his Apoſtles, Jun 
ſay ye that I am? Simon Peter anſwered, 
and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the fon of tht 


living God. And Teſus anſwered. ani 
aid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Sinn 
 Bar-jona: For fleſh and blood hath mt 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father whit) 
is in heaven, Matth. xvi. 15, 16, 17 


And the like Profeſſion of Faith ot 


Peter makes upon another Occafion: 
Thou haſt the words of eternal life, and 
- wwe believe and are ſure that thou art itt 


Chriſt, the ſon of the living God, 50550 
1 Jol 


< 29 oY = 

Fobn' xi. 25, Our Bleſſed Saviour 9 
ſays of himſelf unto Martha, I am tbe 
reſurrection and the life: He that be- | 
lieveth in me, though be were dead, yet 


ſhall he live: and whoſoever liveth 56 


believeth in me, ſhall never die. Believeſt 
thou this? She ſaith unto him, Yea, 
Lord: I believe that thou art the Cbriſt, ; 
the fon of God, hich ſhould come into i 
the world. | 
When the Eunucb, upon ne 
tion which he had received from 
Philip, expreſſed a Deſire to be baptiz- 
ed; Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with 

all thine heart thou mayeſt. And he an- 


fwered and ſaid, 1 2 that Feſus 


Chriſt is the ſon of God. Upon which 
Profeſſion of his Faith, Philip imme- 
diately baptized him, and thereby re- 
ceived him as a Member of the Church 


| of Chriſt, as we read, Acls viii. 36, 


37, 38. : 
When St. Paul had been miracu- —_ 
louſly converted to the Chriſtian Faith; | 
and from a Perſecutor of the Goſpel, 
was, by Chriſt himſelf, made an A- 
poſtle 1 Preacher of it; this was 
the fan and fundamental Doc- 


C3. trine 


Hwy 
trine which he every. Where taught; 
as we are expreſsly told, As ix. 20. 
Straightway be preached- .Chrift in "the 
ſynagogues, that be is the ſon of God. 

l hoſoever fhall confeſs that Feſus is the 
ſen of God, God, dwelleth in him, and be 
in God, {ay s St. Jobn, 1 Yohn iv. 15. 
And again, "I bo is he that overcometh 
_ the World, but he that believeth that Je. 
ſus is the jon of God? chap. vg, 
More than this needs not, I think, 
be ſaid to any one who acknowledge: 
the Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, to make it appear to him, 
that the chief and principal Thing to 
be believed of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
is, that He is the Son of God: But here 
there ariſes a Difficulty, which at firſt 
was ſtarted by ſuch Men as were for 
meaſuring all Things by their own 
Underſtanding; but, in Proceſs ' of. 
Time, has not a little perplexed others 
alſo; and therefore ought to have a 
fair Anſwer given to it; which I ſhall 
endeavour to do, without intermed- 
dling with ſuch Cavils as minYter que- 
ftions, rather than godly edifying, which1s 


in * To which ſort of Things 
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the Apolſthe! directs us ay eo give beed, 
f 1 Tim. 1. 4. Bos DTD * 


The Way of fairly pidpaſingi. Dif. 


ficulty is, Firſt to grant all that is 
plainly to be granted, and then to 
ſhew what more remains that 

wants to be cleared up. After which 


Manner, if a Man of Candour and In- 


genuity propoſes the Difficulty which 


] have told you here ariſes, de muſt 
thus proceed: 

Firſt, He muſt orant that Yeſus Chrif 
moſt certainly is the Son of God; be- 
cauſe He is often, in a very remark- 
able Manner declared in Holy Scrip- 
ture ſo to be, as I have e ſhewn_ 


you. What remains therefore here to 
be explained, is only what is the true 


Meaning of this Expreſſion. 
Secondly, He muſt grant that ſuch 
great and glorious Things are ſpoken 
of him, as cannot poſhbly agree to 
any meer Man, nor indeed to any one 


but God. The Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 4 


ture to this purpoſe are many and very 
well known: I ſhall only mention two 


or r thiee of them. 


0 - —"——— 
i 0 
. * 
- — 
Q | = 
[/] | 3 
. 4 : 5 
+ * 
HF 7 9 p 
. 8 F _ 
, 
5 4 q: 
. 7 
= —= 
X 7 
1 
* 


„ 


witbuur him was not any thing madt, 


_ the life was the light of men, &c. Why 
this Term, Word (or Logos, as it is 


we need not here enquire. But that all 


brit, is allowed on all hands, and 


. — — — — 
« - 2 4 - - DD =" == — 2 = 3 = 3 — 0 n 2 8 - 
: 7 2 — . — ow. ws 4 n N % 7 - — 9 
8 3 3 - "> 8 4 Wr * 2 LIP: 50) uct 02M — — 2 — * woo _— — ä ws D _ * — * PER — * 9 
- — TOI e——_ =; mg 1 — ns « - Py . | - _ — — r 
— — 4 — — Wes AX 2 n att wad our 22 n o — GEL * _ 
1 


— — — 2 
— 2 * - 4," 
— A GOO —. - 
—_——_— — 
— «> — — — , — _ * _ I'M * e ee ee eee 
— r dn , - 
MA OG UN OG CA ET SES _— . 3 - 
F * 
* 


vvwas in any other Man. 


1 5 l 

Fan i. 1, We thus read? Fo the by 

- ginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God; and the "Ward was God: 


De ſame was in the beginning With | 
Cod. All things were made by him, and 


5 E  _ C@C_— hole, 


that was made; In him was life, and 


in the Original Greet) is made uſe of, 
this is ſpoken of our Saviour Jeſus 
moſt manifeſtly appears from J 14. 


Where St. John, continuing his Dif. 
courſe, fays, The Word was made Fleſh 


and — among us, And we beheld bis 


glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Col. ii. 3. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of 


brill ſays, that in him are hid all tbe 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge : And 


Y 9. he 10 that in him dwelleth all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily; which 
is ſuch a Conjunction of the Divine 
and Human Nature in him, as never 
It was a pe- 


Fenn Privilege which God vouch- 
a 
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| ſafed unto his 1 Servant Moſes, 
that whereas he made himſelf known WKYS 
unto other prophets in viſions or dreams; © | 
with faithful Moſes he ſpoke mouth io 
mouth, Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8: face to face, 


as a man ſpeaketh unto his friend, Exod. 
N 11. But infinitely beyond all 
this, In Teſus Chrift He has taken up 
His very Habitation ; In him dwelleth 
all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily (that 
is to ſay, ſubſtantially) ſays Sr, Paul. 
Heb. i. 2. The Apoſtle tells us, that 


God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken fo us 
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
_ of all things ; by whom aljo be made the 
worlds. Who being the brightneſs of his 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 


and upholding all things by the word ef 
his power, when he had by himſelf purged 
our fins, ſat down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high: Being made ſo much 
better than the Angels, as He hath byt 1 n- 


Hberitance obtained à more excellent name 


than they. For unto which of the An- 
gels ſaid he, at any time, Thou art ny 


Son; this day have 1 begotten thee? and | 8 
again, I will be to him a Father, and be | 
ſhall be to me: @ Son? And again, ben 
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ſoch great and glorious Thin 


| my 
te bringeth i in the firſt begotten into the 
world, be ſaith, And let the Angels of 
God worſhip bim. And of the Angel 
he faith, Who maleth bis Angels ſpirits, 
and his Miniſters a flame of fire. But 
unto the Son be ſaitb, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, a ſceptre of righte- 


 owfineſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom, &c. 


Many other pregnant . Paſſages of 
Holy Scripture might to the ſame Pur- 
[ om. be added; but they are ſo well 
known, that I nook not now mention 
them: Thoſe which I have already al- 
ledged being very ſufficieor to prove 


what I have ſaid, it muſt in the Second 


Place be granted, and indeed is gene- 
rally allowed by all Chriſtians, that 
gs are 
ſpoken of Chri/t, as cannot poſſibly a- 


- gree to any meer Man, no, nor to any 


Angel, or Creature, how excellent ſo⸗ i 


ever, but only to God. 


Tl hirdly, It is alſo granted that Feſus 


_. Chriſt is the Son of God, not barely in 
the ſame manner as good Men, and 
the bleſſed Angels are ſometimes alſo 
called the Sons of God; but in a Man- 


ner — to bimſelf, and altogether 
LS different. 
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3 E 
different from that wherein any other 

Perſon has this Appellation given to 
him. But the Streſs of the Difficulty: 


lies here, that we have no Conception 


of the Manner. how God, who is an 
eternal, infinite; and immortal Spirit, 
could beget a Son; and how is it then 


poſſible for us to. believe a Thing of 


which we neither have, nor indeed are 
capable of having any CE or 
Notion ? 

To this it will be eaſy to give a 2. 
tisfactory Anſwer, by —— that 
there are many Things which we be- 
lieve and are fully perſuaded and con- 
vinced of, although we are altogether 
ignorant of the Manner how they are, 
or came to be, ſuch as we fully be- 
lieve them to be. 

Every Man is by his own Experience 
fully convinced that his Soul is united 
to his Body: But how and in what 
Manner it is thus united, ſo as to give 
Life, Senſation, and Motion unto the 
Body, which without the Soul would 
be but a dead Carcaſs, no Man is able 
to give an Account. RR 
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of Neceſſity 
is and muſt be an eternal firſt Cauſe of 
all Things which never had nor could 


— 


0 55 5 
* an Man, 
be! convinced that there 


have a Beginning or Being. For if 


there bad been but one fingle Inſtant, 
at all did exiſt, it 


in which nothing 
would be abſolutely impoſſible that 
any Thing ſhould ever have exiſted, or 
been produced. And yet how, or af. 


ter what Manner, it is poſſible that any 


Thing ſhould be, or exiſt, without any 
Beginning of its Being, is altogether be- 
yond the Reach of our finite S 
ſanding. l 

Every Man, who has any Religion 


believes that God is preſent in all the 
Parts of the Univerſe, ſo as every where 


to know all Things, and to be able to 


do whatever is poſſible to be done. But 
how, and in what Manner, he is thus, 


Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, and Omni- 
potent, the greateſt Philoſopher”: 1s not 


able to conceive. 


To give but one Inſtance more, fore 
that a very familiar one: A Man born 
blind, who never had the leaſt Glim- 
mering of Light; by the Converſa- 
337-24 fn tion 


who: conſiders, muſt 
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tion which he has with ole Men, is 
fully convinced that there is ſuch a 
Senſe as Sight, whereby Men diſcover 
and diſtinguiſh Things one from ano- 
ther at a Diſtance, © But how, and af- 
ter what Manner, it is that Men ſee, _ 
and thus diſtinguiſh Objects, he neither 
has nor can have the leaſt Apprehenſion 
| or Notion. 

Let us now apply theſe few Inſtan- 
ces to the Matter in hand. We have 
the infallible Teſtimony of the Holy 


the begotten, the only begotten Son of 
God. John i. 14, 18, The only Diffi- 
culty, in believing this, ariſes from 
hence, that we are not able to con- 
ceive the Manner how God, 'who is an 
eternal, infinite, and immortal Spirit, 
could beget a Son, But if this be a 
good Reaſon for not believing Feſus | 
Chriſt to be the Son of God; by the 
ſame Rule we muſt not believe that 
our own Souls are united to our Bo- 
dies: We muſt not believe that God 
ss Eterngl, Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, 
or Omnipotent ; becauſe our weak 
Underſtanding is not able to form a 


> Notion 


Scripture that Fe/us Chriſt is the Son, 


* 


Notion of the Manner how theſt 
Things are fo: And a blind Man, 
notwithſtanding all that his Neigh. 
bours ſay to him, muſt never ble 
that there is any ſuch Thing as Sight, 
Light, or Colours; becauſe it is im- 
poſſible for him, without the proper 
Faculty, to conceive any Notion of 
them. Indeed, at this Rate, we muſt 
not believe that any Cauſe produces 
any Effect; becauſe the wiſeſt of Men 
are not able to give a clear Account of 
the Manner how Cauſes operate. 80 
that at laſt we m come to belaghs no- 
thing at all. : 

God requires no Impoſſibility fen 
us; and therefore does not expect that, 
we ſhould believe more of any Thing, 
than what He hath given us both the 
Capacity and Means of informing our 
ſelves, and coming to the Knowledge 
of: But to refuſe to believe any Thing 
that He has ſo expreſsly declared in 
his holy Word, only becauſe we do 

not underſtand the Manner how it is 
or comes to be, is plainly to ſet our 
own weak and 3 Wiſdom 


upon 


2 2 280 e Os „ r x — » a 


wy > 
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upon a Level with his Divine —_— | 
ſcience; 51} 

Me hnow the Things of God but in 
part; we propheſy of them but in * * 
we ſee them through a glaſs darkly, or 
in a riddle (as it is in the Original, and 
Margin of our Bibles) 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 12. | 
We walk by faith not by fight, 2 Cor. v.7.. 
And faith is the evidence of things not 
ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. He therefore Who. 
believes all thoſe great and glorious 
| Things, that God has in his holy Word 
moſt plainly declared of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and particularly that He is the only be- 
gotten Son of God; and in Conſequence iW 
of this Belief, honoureth the Son, as be 
honoureth the Father, as our Saviour ex= MM 
preſsly tells us we are to do, Fobn v. 23- 
his Faith, in this Point, is very ſuffici- 
ent, becauſe he believes all of it that 
God has thought fit to make known to 
us: And as for the Manner how theſe 
Things are or come ſo to be, which 
God has not thought fit to reveal; he 
muſt be content to be ignorant of it, un- 


til he comes to ſee God Jace to face, 
1 Cor, X11, 12. 33 
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1 thus T have given fuch an Ac. 
count, as the Holy Scripture gives of 


the chief and principal Thing which 


God has made known to be believed 
by us of Jeſus Chriſt; which is, that 
He is the Son of God in a Manner pe- 
culiar to himſelf, although to us un- 
known. 

Other Things there are which God 
has made known unto us of Jeu 
_ Chriſt, which therefore we ought to 
enquire into and believe, it being our 
[ny to grow in the knowledge of our 
Tord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet, 
iii. 18. and not only to add to our fait) 
virtue, but alſo to our virtue Ms," 
"Rap 1: 5. 

The Things, which I VEN point " 
are ſo very plainly ſet forth. in Scrip- 
ture, that he who runs may read om 
6 the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. ii. 

and therefore I need only to e 
them; becauſe they are generally known 
and believed by all Chriſtians. 

Thus then we are moſt plainly 
unge in Holy Scripture; and it is 


accordingly acknowledged and believ- 


ed . * who receive and ai 
C 


* 7 1 | 
ſeſs the Gage of Grit; ; That is 0 


That the Son af; God 3 © Man, 
and took our Nature upon him; = 

That, by the powerful Operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt, He was. conceived - 
in the Womb of a pure TEES and, 
born of her ; | 

That he was of the Lineage of day 
| Abraham and David; 

That he led a moſt pure and holy b 
Life, nnen the leaſt n or Stain of J 
Sin; 37 iYaiPa 
That Her was the Chrift, or r Me 2165. 3 
whom God had long before promiſed : 
to ſend into the World for great and: 
glorious Purpoſes;, I 

That all the Doctrine, which he: 
taught, was from God, and therefore 
undoubtedly true; 

That all the Commands and Pre- 


from God, and therefore to be obeye, , 
ed; 


That for the Confirmation? of the 3 
Truth of his Doctrine, and the Au- 
thority of his Precepts, he wrought: 


D 3, a y 


cepts, which he gave out, were alſo 1 
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many Miracles, which eoula 3 have | 


been performed but by the extraord; | 


= muy Power of God; 


put to Death, his Soul being ſep. 


* N from bis Body; 


That his Body was buried, and con- 
tinned in the State of Death until the 


third Day; 
That upon the third Day he woke 


again to Life; Of which his Apoſtles 
and Diſciples were faithful Witneſſes; 


That at the End of forty Days, he 
was viſibly taken up into Heaven; 
That he fits at the Right Hand of 


the Majeſty of God, and has all Power 
in Heaven and Earth; 


That before his Death, he anda | 


and commanded that all; who / ſhould 


believe on him, fhould eat of that 


Bread, and drink of that Cup, which 


he appointed, in Remembrance of * 
Death and Paſſion; _ 
That, before his e te gave 


Power and Commandment to his A- 


poſtles to teach his Doctrine and pub- 


liſh his Precepts unto all Nations, and 
to receive all that ſhould believe on 


him 


þ. © : 


him into his Church 1 Baptiſm; in | 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft..' For which Rea- 
ſon his Church is truly Catbolirł, or 
Univerſal ; becauſe all Nations of the 
World are equally admitted into it; 
That, in the Communion of his 
holy Church, Forgiveneſs of Sins is 
moſt certainly to be had, upon tlie 
Conditions of Faith and Repentances. 
His Death and Paſſion being a Sacri- 
fice and Propitiation for the Sins of 
the World; and he being not only 
our Lord, but alſo our High Prieſt, 
and the one Mediator: between SIP and 
us; | 

That, to ankle his A Apoſtles: and 
Diſciples to publiſh thoſe glad "Tidings | 
to the World, and bring Men over to 


the Belief of them] be ſent the Holy 


Ghoſt, the bleſſed Spirit of God, who - 
is one with the Father and the Son, 
to inſpire and endow them with per- 
fect Knowledge, and every other Gift 
that was neceſſary for this; Purpoſe, and 

to aſſiſt every faithful Chriſtian in ood] 
way of Salvation to End of "oy 
World , js 4 


Ew TY 1 
Aal Zach, That he is a 


pointed 
to be the Ts: of all Men; before | 
whoſe Judgment-feat we mult - every 
one of us ſtand at the laſt great Day, 
to receive Sentence, either for eternal 
= Happineſs or everlaſting Puniſhment, 
= -accarding as we have performed or 
neglected eur Duty. In order to which 
* the Bodies of all, who then 
Mall have died, will be raiſed up and 
te- united to their Souls, and a Change 
will be made in all thoſe who then 
ſhall be found alive. 

Theſe are the particular Things 
comnprchended under this general Ex- 
peeſſion of believing in the Lord Feſus 
=. Gbri}t, in order to our Salvation; and 
chey are all of them ſo plainly taught 
= inthe Holy Scriptures, and ſo un- 
= animouſly believed in all - Chriſtian: 
Churches, that tis hard to conceive- 
how any Man can be ignorant of them 
or any of them, except it be for want 
of Enquiry or Attention: Or if any 
Man, through the Want of Capacity 
or lnſtruction, is not ſufficiently in- 
formed about them; he muſt be left 
to anſwer for himſelf at. * great 


* 
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becauſe he is not able to find out the 
particular Manner how they ate or can 


be; the ſame Anſwer mult be given 


% 


to him as I have already given to 
. thoſe who, for the ſame Reaſon, enter= 
tain ſome Doubt about Jes Chriſt's 


being the begotton Son of God. Surely 


God's Knowledge is infinitely greater 
than ours; and if He has plainly de- 


clared a Thing: ſo to be, what a Pre- 


ſumption is it- in us, poor Mortals, 
to refuſe to believe it, becauſe we are 
not able to underſtand: the Manner of 


There are many other particular 


Circumſtances relating to the Birth, 
Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Aﬀcen- 
ſion of our bleſſed Saviour, and ma- 


ny other Things ſaid and taught by JW 
Him and his Apoſtles, which are very | 
plainly ſet forth in Holy Scripture, WW 


and very profitable to be known, as 
far as a Man is capable of coming” to 


the Knowledge of them; of which 


yet if a Man happens to be igno- 
rant, his Salvation will net be there- 


3 


Judgment-Day. But if any Man hall 
refuſe to believe them or any of them, 


& 

wn 

4 : 
a | f 
p - 4 
— — * 

dane  T% ? "4 %, 101 
r * 2 ws 4 , » c4.n AT 
® & x - 7 3 p . * — 

— — — — A ? : e ; 
— p . — — . * 2 — : > O's "yr IRS: _—_— 7 

22 - 7 3 7 * * — 4 — —— 2 - ER — 7 5 9 - * 8 * © oa goes 
3G _ A what "a 0 2 38 — — A — — Pra 7 — - 7 I * Py 2 — IT — 7 — 2 
þ er 1 FFP F ²˙ . 7 end - 3 1 Rs, j pc. Aa gs wel ct RSS 

* oo 5.8 e "L.A /// zo. wc” oo. oo, Sy ee” 4 r E n Lack * * * EET n 4 


1 . _EPY _—_ 0 9 y 4 
r . b 
D 4 G 
on ot ;. s 


N (%% 2 
by affected, except his ha pro. 
 eceds from his own groſs Neglect or 
Careleſsneſs: But in the ſeveral Thing 

' Which IT have now recounted, the Glory 

= of God, and the Salvation of us al 
gare nearly concerned; for which Rea- 
ſon they ought to be known and: be- 
lieved 5 every Chriſtian, and diligent. 
ly taught and inculcated by all ſuch as 
have the Care of Souls committed to 

them. 

_ and; thus I here ſhows: what ate 
* ſeveral Particulars which we ate 
bound to believe concerning Cbriſ, 
in order to our being ſaved through 
Him; which was the firſt Queſtion 
Prop poſed. . = 
c The other Queſtion, which remains 
45 be anſwered, is this; What” are the 
ſeveral Commandments of God, which, 
for the. ſame Purpoſe, we are obliged 10 
Beep? To which, in a Thing ſo very 
well known, a ſhort Anſwer; provid- 
ed it be plain, will, I think, be ſuff⸗ 
dient. 

All the Cami which God 
has. given unto Men, have been, and 
an of „ _ — either, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Moral; orSecondly , Poſitive Com- 
mandments; as We w Mn 


them. 
By Moral SER WA wo. mean 


| all loch as require Things that are 


good in themſelves, and in their Na- 


ture; the Goodneſs of which every 


ſober Man's Reaſon is ſufficient to 


convince him of. Thus the Com- 


mandments which God has given, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
that we ſhould love, fear, ſerve, and 
worſhip him, and not give religious 
Worſhip to any other; that we ſhould 
love our Neighbours as 
and do unto all Men as we would 


they ſhould do unto us; and that we 


ſhould be ſober, chaſte, and tempe- 


rate, and carefully abſtain from every 
Action and Deſite that is any way 
contrary to whatever God has thus 


enjoined: All this ſort of Command- 
ments (I ſay) we call Moral Command 
ments; becauſe the Goodneſs of them 


is moſt manifeſt to every one who 
will but ſoberly think of them, And 
that all theſe Moral Commandments are. 
of A as Obligation to * Chri- 

3 | ſtians, 


ourſelves, 
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8 and indeed to all Men that 
were, are, or ever ſhall be, is fo ma- 
nifeſtly declared throughout the Holy 
Scriptures, and ſo univerſally acknow. 
ledged by all Parties, that I need not 
I offer any: Thing for the Proof 
0 it 
Beſide ſuch Thidgs as theſe, A 


are naturally and eternally good, and 


to every Man's ſober Reaſon appeat 
ſo to be, God was formerly pleaſed to 
command other Things alſo, which 


had no other Goodneſs in them, but 


only that God had commanded them; 
and ſuch Commandments as theſe we 
call Pofitive Commandments or Inſlitu- 
tions. Thus he commanded our firſt 


Parents that they ſhould not eat of 


the Fruit of one particular Tree in 
the Garden of Eden. Thus when be 
had given full Liberty to Mankind to 
eat the Fleſh of every other living 
Creature, for their Suſtenance; yet 
he commanded them not to eat the 
Blood of any ſuch Creature, Gen. ix. 4 
Which Command wie find ſeveral times 


repeated in the Law of Moſes: Thus 


he commanded Abraham that ever) 
| * 


"© 49. 5 - 

Male or Man- child of bis Family n 
all his Poſterity ſhould be eee. 
Gen. xvii. 10. Thus he gave ſeveral 
Commands unto the People of Iſrael, 
concerning Sacrifices, Oblations, Pu- 
rifications, and the Obſervation of cer- 
tain Days or Times: And (to omit all 


other particular Inſtances) although it 
is a Moral Duty, 


Worſhip and Service of God; 
this ſhould be the /eventh Day 
Week, rather than the firſt, or ſecond, 
or any other Day of i it, was only a mou 
tive Commandment, 


nente contained in the Old Law, and 
among them that of the „ 
Sabbath, as far as it is a pofitive Com- 
mand, were by the Goſpel of Cbriſt 
utterly abrogated and laid aſide, and 
| that no Part of that Law was to be 
retained but what is purely moral, is 
lo very plain, both from the whole 
Deſign of the New Teſtiment, and 
many well known particular Paſſages 
in it, and ſo univerſally: believed by 

| WM — AF. 


that ſome proper 
Time ſhould be ſet apart for the publick 
yet that 

of the 
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Now that all theſe poſitive command. 
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all u Chriſtians that I need not ſtand now 


10 Live. a more particular Proof of 
it. 


But although all the old 706 ide 
| Commands, which God formerly gave 
to his choſen. People, are aboliſhed | 
and done away by  Feſus Ghrift,. yet 
there were four pojitrve Command. 
Which he thought fn to leave with 
his Apoſtles, for ever to be: obſerved 
in his Church to the: End of the 
World. 
Fir, That all. Pim: hat are 
received into his Church, ſhould: be 
' baptized in the Name of . the Pather, 
aud of the Son, and of the Hy Gihf, 
Matt. zxviil. 19. | 
+ Secondly, Fhat all, aid profels the 
Chriſtian: Fanh, ſhould aften eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup, which 
he appointed to be eaten and drunk in 
remembrance of him, and to fhew farth 
his Death until be come. ate xxvi. 
25 Scoi\3 Cor. Xi. at. S. e 
* Thirdly, That the Fir Dey in eve. 
ry Week: (being the Day on which 
N araſe from. rr. ſhould in a 
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| particular Manner be ſet apart {rake 

Service of God, and the holy Aſſem- 
blies for his Worſhip :' Which has all 

along been done in the Chriſtian Church 
from the very Time of his Reſurre- 
ction, Fobn xx. 26. Als xx. 7. 1 C. 


xvi. 2. For which Reaſon the Day has 


all along been called the: Lord's Day, 
Rev. i. 10. as being particularly ap- - 
pointed by him. 
Fourthiy, That (to avoid Confation, 
1 Cor, xiv, 23. every Man ſhould! not 
be at Liberty to take upon himſelf the 
Performance of Holy Offices in the 
Church; but that there ſhould! every 
where be ſettled Paſtors and Teachers, 
whoſe proper Buſineſs it {ſhould be to 
inſtruct the People, and ſo to regulate 
all the Circumſtances of religious Per- 
| formances among them, as that a 
things be done to edifying, 1 Cor. xiv, 
26, and decently and in order, MA, 
For this Purpoſe our Saviour ſent his 
Apoſtles, John xx. 21. as Labourers in 
God's Harveſt, Matt. ix. 38; And they, 
by virtue of the Authority which they 
had received from him, wherever 


E ; they 


_ lated all theſe Things themſelves, x 


|. dained. Elders in every Church, Ads 
.Xtv.'24. Tit. i. 5. giving Command. 


7% 52 ) 
ahiy planted the Goſpel, not only regn- 


we find St. Paul expreſly to have done, 
1 Cor. xiv. but alſo appointed others to 
do the ſame; and for this Purpoſe ot. 


oDQ 


ment to the People to obey them wh 

bad the Rule over them, and watched 
for their ſouls, Heb. xiii. 17. and re. 
quiring that ſuch Teachers ſhould al- 
ways be continued in the Church, The 
things that thou haſt heard: from mt, 
among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 
thou to faithful men, who fhall be abl: 

lo teach others alſo, ſays St. Paul to Ti- 
mothy, 2 Tim. ii, 2. Although none of 

. . theſe Teachers or Rulers were to be lord 
over God's heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. or to 

have dominion over the faith of Cbriſti- fl * 

ans, 2 Cor, i. 24. but only to feed the t 

flock of God, and take the over, ight 

thereof, 1 Pet. v. 2. ; 

And thus I have given a plain and 
full, though brief, Account of the 
. Anſwer which our bleſſed Saviour | 

and his Apoſtles have made to this 
8 important 
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important, and e neceſſary Que- 
ſtion in Religion, What muſt we do to be 
1ved 2 which is, that to believe in the | 
Lord Feſus Chrift, and to keep the com- 
mandments of God, is the ſure and only 
way to eternal. ſalvation.” I have alſo 
ſhewn you what the particular Things 
are which we are to believe concerning 
Chriſt, and what the Commandments 
of God are which we are to keep. All 
the moral Commandments of God are 
of perpetual Obligation: The poſitive 
Commandments, which he thought fit to 
give to his People before the Coming of 
| Chri/t, are all aboliſhed : and there are 
four, and but four pofitrve Command- 
ments given by him to the Chriftian- 
Churceb. e - 
If any Man ſhall. Bere aſl, Ann Y 
we are then to think of that Multi- 
tude of Doctrines, both ſpeculative 
and practical, which by- many- have 
been mixed and blended with Reli- 
gion; and about which learned Men 
have ſo long and earneſtly diſputed; 
and writ fo many Volumes, that they 
are not to be numbered, and much leſs JM 
" 0 In 
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F , 
to be read ; I ſhall give lun a * ſhon 
but plain Anſwer. Vo 

Fir, If any Doctrine appears to be 
falſe, and manifeſtly contrary to plain 


=_ Reaſon, or Holy Scripture, or both, 


it is, without any more ado, to Ds re- 
jected. 

Secondly, If any Doctrine * intri 
cate and perplexed, and minifters que. 
tions, rather than godly ediſying which 
zs in faith, St, Paul has directed us nt 
to give heed to ſuch Things, 1 Tim. i. 


+ 
Thirdly, If any Doctrine be uſeful 


and profitable, although not ſtrictly, ne. 
ceſſary to Salvation; there is no Doubt 
to be made, but that it may be ſoberly 
debated by thoſe who are of Capacity 
for it: Provided always that it be done 
with Modeſty, Humility, and Chari- 
ty; and without aſſuming any dominion 
over the faith of n 2 Cor. 
1. 24. 

FPpurthly, No Doctrine is to be im- 
poſed either to be believed or put in 
Practice, as neceſſary to Salvation, be- 
ſides what has been taught as ſuch by 
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Jeſus Chriſt or his Apoſtles. This is 
| a Point of great Importance ; and 


therefore I ſball a little enlarge upon 
it, 

When God 105 given ls Lag un- 
to the People of ſoar he laid a ſtrict 
Injunction upon them that they ſhould 
not add to the word which he ak 
ed them, neither ſhould they diminiſh 
ought from it, Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 32. 
Solomon alſo gives them ſuch another 
Charge, Prov. xxx. 6. Add thou not 
(ſays he) unto his words, left he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a liar. It was 


not hereby forbidden to thoſe in Au- | 
| thority, to make human Laws for the 


prudent Regulation and Conduct of 
Affairs both in Church and State; 


but only that they ſhould not take 
upon them to make any Alteration 


in God's Law, either by adding any 


Thing to it, or diminiſhing any Thing 
from it; but that whatever ſhould be 


eſtabliſhed by any Human Law, ſhould - 
no farther be required, than as by Hu- 


man Authority ; and not impoſed upon 


he Feoplns as if God himſelf had im- 


medi- 
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mediately commanded it. And if No 
ſuch Addition to, or Alteration in the 


Law of God given by Mo/es, was al. 
lowed to be made by any Man or Men 
whatſoever; I think that by Parity of 
Reaſon, the ſame Care ought ſtrictly to 
be taken with regard to the Goſpel of 
Feſus Chriſt. But there is ſomething 


| farther yet to be laid ne this 
Matter. 


The Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were 
ſent and commiſſioned by him to 
preach the Goſpel; the Apoſtles (I 


lay) were faithful we" ano of the my. 

fleries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Good 
ftewards of the manifold grace of God, 
1 Pet. iv. 10. They kept back nothing 
that was profitable, "Ads xx. 20. But 
wherever they planted a Church, they 


declared unto them all the counſel of 
God, V 27. That is to ſay, they ful- 
ly taught them every Thing that was 


neceſſary, or even Ie to their 


A 
f =}, 
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Wn Salvation. 
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But ſome falſe Teachers and EY 
ers there were, who ſoon began to 
make Alterations, of their own de- 
— | Ving, 
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viing, in the Goſpel. Particularly, 
there were ſome that taught, that ex- 
cept Men were circumciſed after the 
manner of Moſes, and kept the Law, 
they could not be ſaved, Acts xv. 1, 24. 
This Doctrine had made a great Pro- 
greſs in the Church of Galatia. The 
Preachers of it had no Deſign of ut- 
terly aboliſhing, or wholly ſetting a- 
ſide the Goſpel of Chrift : But they 
endeavoured to add ſomething to it, 
as neceſſary to Salvation, which Chrift 

or his Apoſtles, had never taught ſo 
to be. And yet the Apoſtle St. Paul 
calls this another Goſpel. I marvel (lays 
he) that ye are ſo ſoon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of © 
Chriſt, unto anotber Goſpel : Which is 
not (indeed properly ſpeaking} ano- 
ther; but there be ſome that trouble you, 
and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. | 
By another Goſpel. then, it is plain, he 
means no more but the adding any 
Thing to the Goſpel, as neceſſary to 
Salvation, which had not been taught 
lo to be either by Chrift or his A- 
poſtles; and to put a Step to _ 
| | an 


[oo T3) RE. 
6d. all the. like Practices and At | 
tempts, he adds theſe moſt, remark. 
able Words: But thoug h we, or an An. 
gel from heaven, req any other goſpel 
unto you, than that which we baw 
preached unto you, let them be accurſed, 


And that his Words may make the 


deeper Impreſſion, he repeats the-ſame 
Thing again, As we ſaid Before, ſo ſay 
1 now again, If any Man preath another 
goſpel unto you, than than ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accurſed, As you may 


read the Whole, Gal. i. 6. 


Tho' then, for the preſent, hid ſhould 


Suppoſe that the Authority of Traditiu 
and all the General Councils, and others, 
that ever ere in the World, and of all 


the Fathers and ancient Liturgies that | 
ever were in the Church,. and of all the 


learned Men that are or euer were upon 
the Face of the Earth, and the Authi- 
rity even of an Angel from Heaven, could 


be brought to prove any one Thing to be 


neceſſary to Salvation, - which neithtr 
Chrift nor bis Apoſtles ever taught jo lo 
be; we ought to have no manner = Re- 
gh fo it all. 
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As St. Paul did, ſo do 1 tepeat * A 
ſame Thing again; Though Jan the pre- 


ſent, &c. 


The Terms and S of G 
Salvation are fixed by God, and have 
faithfully and fully been made known 


by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; nor have 


l the Men that are or ever were, 


no nor all the Angels in Heaven, an 
Authority given to them, or any of 
them, to make any Alteration in, or 


Addition to them: And whoever at- 


tempts ſo to do, let him well conſider 
how he ſhall eſcape that dreadful Cur/e 
which St. Paul, in theſe Words of his, 
| that I have but now quoted, denounces 


againſt him. 


Let us hear Ol Couclulion of 15 


| whe Matter: Fear God and keep his 


Commandments ; for this is the whole du- 


ty of man. For God ſhall bring every 
work inte Judgment, with every ſecret 


thing, whether it be good, or whether " i 


e evil, Eccleſ. xii. 13, 14. 


I will only add one n Pa. 


ſage of St. Paul, which 1 wiſh were 
deeply imprinted upon the Heart of 
* every 
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every Chriſtian : Flee alſo youthful lat L 
. but follow righteouſneſs, faith, cbari 8 


peace with them that call on the Laß 9 


out of a pure heart. But fooliſb and al 
learned queſtions avoid, knowing that | 
"Yo ao . ſhy 2 Tim. ! Il, 2% 7 
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